
I bombings were resistance Ml 
politics transformed into action 


"Tkd potctaiA ol Vt/izcX AcXton a aw tkd tnteAconndcttonA o& mtlttaAtAm,AdxtAm, 
envAAQvmzwbodi ddAt/uictton & tmpdAtaXtAm.. .BecauAd tk&id locla no ZdgaZ uny to 
Atop tkdAd cAtmdA agcunAt Immunity S tkd acmth, I idtt I had to aAd tZZzgoX 
acttonA to do ao.” 

Ann Hansen entered her guilty plea Monday June 4 to the remaining charges 
she faced - arson of North Vancouver Red Hot Video, B.C. Hydro bombing, Litton 
bombing, possession of explosives, & possession of weapons. She had been pre¬ 
viously convicted, after a lengthy trial, of conspiracy to rob a Brink's guard, 
possession of stolen property, & car theft. On June 7, Judge S.M. Toy, saying 
"terrorism cannot be justified", imposed a life sentence!!!All the authorities 
involved seemed satisfied that they had got their political & personal revenge 
by punishing her with a maximum sentence - payment to Ann who "was a menace, a 
real threat to our Canadian way of life", as the judge repeated again upon 
sentencing Brent Taylor & Doug Stewart. As Ann predicted, "the severity of the 
prison sentence imposed is in direct proportion to the perceived level of dis¬ 
content in this society". 























































































Several witnesses were called by the defense to give voice to the strug¬ 
gles against pornography, militarism, & environmental destruction. Carl Rising- 
Moore, of Cheekye-Dunsmuir Alliance, gave a history of the fight to stop the 
power lines crossing the islands to supply power to the Hydro substation,which 
became the first target of Direct Action. Lengthy legal protest had failed to 
stop or even delay construction of that project. Pam Blackstone, from Women 
Against Pornography, spoke of the community protest, & ensuing trial, against 
Red Hot Video. Challenging the attitudes expressed in porn toward women, & el¬ 
iminating from existence violent, hardcore, snuff-quality porn is only going 
to happen by the actions of women themselves. A member of the Cruise Missile 
Conversion Project, Ken Hancock, stunned the courtroom with details & statis¬ 
tics of the crimes that Litton Industries is complicit in. And, in conclusion, 
he personally demanded of the judge that he qpnsider the present time to be no 
different than fascist Germany & that the action at the Litton plant was com¬ 
parable to blowing up the railroad track along which the Nazi trains transport¬ 
ed people to death at Auschwitz. Nilak Butler, American Indian Movement, spoke 
of the time working & living with Ann, & teaching others of the most crucial 
need now to live with respect for the traditional, spiritual ways & to protect 
the earth from the destruction perpetrated by the greedy & powerful. A long¬ 
time friend, Ed Progar, gave a realistic & humane perspective on Ann's cont¬ 
ribution to this world. "Ann is not the enemy. If the court is looking for 
enemies, they are human misery, poverty & wars." 

As the judge spewed forth his typically venomous comments on the so-called 
crimes she was charged with, the supporters jammed into the courtroom all rose 
& turned their backs on the proceedings as a statement that the judge was not 
sentencing one woman alone but all of us. The life sentence was pronounced, as 
expected, & the anger was immense. A life sentence has its parole eligibility 
set at 7 years from the time of arrest, & the added condition of being on 
parole for the entire duration of your living years. Although Ann will be 
eligible for parole in 5h years from now, it is realistic to assume that none 
of them will receive any breaks. As has been seen clearly already, they are 
all bearing the full weight of the State's hatred of radical activists. 


court 

baffles 

over 



The sentencing of Ann Hansen brought a precipitous change in the strategy 
of Doug Stewart & Brent Taylor. On Friday June 8, one day after the decision 
on Ann, Doug & Brent entered guilty pleas on several charges. The reasoning 
behind this was that the sentences being meted out were both as light & as 
heavy as they would ever be, & the sooner sentenced...the sooner released.And 
the time was now for all of them to make public statements regarding the pol¬ 
itics of the urban guerilla. 


Perhaps the only definite victory in this entire set of legal battles has 
been the outcome for Doug Stewart. Convicted on only one of the first set of 
charges (possession of weapons), & with his 16 months dead time taken into 
account, he was sentenced in early May to one day in jail. On June 8, Doug 
pleaded guilty to causing an explosion at the Dunsmuir substation of B.C.Hydro, 
in exchange for all other charges being dropped. On June 22, sentencing ar¬ 
guments were heard & Doug spoke in an honest, down to earth manner about why 
he had taken part in bombing the Hydro'installation. n Thc VuiC function 0^ 
t\ ie law Ia not to defend the weak & enAuJie the. fiuAtheAance o£ juAttcc, but to 
defend the, InteACAtA ofi the, At/umg 6 cnAu/ic the, continuance, otheJui deghad- 
attonA. And that Ia why, tn attempting to Atop Ckcckyc-VunAmutA, I did not 
conAtdeA the law to be a legitimate moKal conAt/ialnt. I act tn de^enAe o& the 
ea/ith." V 

The judge handed down a sentence of 6 years, a lenient one definitely but 
likely only a concession to the environmental issues involved. Any charge that 
the judge could classify as "merely criminal" was meted out the heaviest sen¬ 
tence. Regardless of the reasons, it is felt to be a true break in a line of 



In exchange for pleading guilty to possession of explosives & two counts 
of possession of weapons, Brent Taylor had several other charges dropped, not¬ 
ably the Hydro bombing & Red Hot Video arson. He still faces charges in con¬ 
nection with the bombing of Litton Industries in Toronto & will return there 
soon to face trial. The sentencing hearing on June 25 dealt with these three 
charges as well as the seven convictions he received from the previous trial- 
conspiracy to rob a Brink's guard, possession of stolen property,car theft,B&E. 

Brent spoke powerfully about his life. 

"I have le.aA.md a lot about the real character of the. tyttem we Live under 6 
u)hy It lb the way it it... I wat involved in illegal political woAk because 
There it a Aeal need for diAect action now againtt the mott cAltical thAeatt 
confronting people & the environment...finally, I want to tay 1 am a human 
being - not tome ttereotype. Like all of ut, I am imperfect. But I am not an 
evil perton, I am a moral perton. I deeply care about thit world 6 the people 
living in it. To me, the ttruggle for freedom & liberation & to protect the 
earth it more important than anything elte. ” 

The following day, the judge stunned everyone by handing down the harsh- 
est sentence yet. Responding to the prosecution's demand that "the public be 
protected from Taylor", Judge Toy assigned similar sentences to each charge 
as he did with the previous accused, yet he made each sentence consecutive, 
bringing a total of 22 years!! Considering that the Brink's conspiracy charge 
was the only major one, it is an irrationally severe & vengeful sentence. It 
may be a while yet before any clear picture of Brent's final sentence can be 
formed, after the Litton trial. 


where to from here ... 

Each one of the five locked-down sisters & brothers have asked that it be 
expressed their recognition & deep appreciation of all the people who have 
been there for them, both locally & internationally, & both for those who have 
been active in their support work & those who have felt it within their hearts. 
Every individual & group that wrote a letter, sent a donation, organized a 
benefit or workshop, rapped with family & friends, took the time to think 
about how the lives & acts of these 5 people affect their own lives & actions, 
made all the difference in the world as to whether the lack of freedom now 
being endured by Ann, Julie, Doug, Brent & Gerry was worth it. Together we are 
stronger. 

Although it is not really over yet, it dtoes feel that the bulk of strug¬ 
gle-time on this one particular front is behind us (with the exception of the 
Litton trial for Brent). The courtroom battles are basically through, sentences 
have been received, the story has largely been told & people are being trans¬ 
ferred to serve their time in the federal institutions. For Doug & Gerry, it 
may only be a few years before they will be released back into the "minimum- 
security world". Ann, Julie, & Brent know the reality that it will be many 
long & hard years before they see the streets again but it is to that future 
that all hopes & efforts will be directed. The urgency of communicating what 
is happening with this case will slow down but, even when it becomes quiet,we 
all hope it does not become mere history. The institutions & attitudes that 
Direct Action & Wimmin's Fire Brigade attacked still exist. Feminist & ecolog¬ 
ical issues are still alive. And the politics of militant resistance & ecotage 
need to be understood & developed further. 

to contribute support 

* "WRITINGS OF THE FIVE" A 40 page pamphlet including political analysis, 
poetry, & drawings by the five. To order it, send $1.00 to the Free the 
Five Defense Group (address below). 

* FUTURE PUBLICATION Within the next year, a pamphlet will be published 
explaining the formation of Direct Action; the politics of guerilla 
resistance; the reason for the targets chosen; lessons learned about 
surveillance & being underground; & an analysis of courtroom strategy. 

I *W RITE LETTERS : 

I Julie Belmas, Prison for Women, P.O. Box 515, Kingston, Ontario 

| Gerry Hannah, Matsqui Prison, P/O. Box 4000, Abbotsford, B.C. 

1 Ann Hansen has not been transfered yet, but can be written at the above 

1 Prison for Women address after mid-July. Doug Stewart & Brent Taylor 

•k should be written care of the defense group address for now. 

I * FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS & COMMUNICATION should be sent to: 

| Free the Vancouver Five Defense Group 

jc P.O. Box 48296, Bentall Station, Vancouver, B.C. V7X 1A1 

z Money is still urgently needed to finance Brent Taylor's defense on the 

! Litton bombing charges, & also for the myriad upcoming appeals & even¬ 

tual parole hearings. 






